PENNANT 


An IBM Company 


August 30, 1995 

Thomas Serf ass. Curator 
Mercantile Money Museum 
Seventh and Washington 
St. Louis, MO 63101 

Dear Thomas, 

I enjoyed meeting you at the ANA Convention in Anaheim in front of 
Remy Bourne's table and display. I also appreciate you 
introducting me to Eric Newman. 

As we discussed, I am a specialist collector of the Early Dollars, 
1794-1804. In particular I am researching some of the famous Early 
Dollar Collections, especially difficult if the coins were not 
auctioned and if they were auctioned but not plated. My specific 
interest is the Colonel Green Early Dollar Collection and the notes 
Eric stated he had on this collection. As best I can determine 
many went to Gettys and Bolender. But I believe there were many 
more . 

I would appreciate finding out more about what information might be 
available on the Col. Green Collection. Are there pedigrees, 
plates/photos and notes on who purchased them from B.G. Johnson? 

Any notes on condition or descriptions? 

I have been searching for information for a couple of years now. I 
am excited at what might be available to further my efforts. 

I look forward to hearing from you or Eric. Thanks. 

Sincerely, 



W. David Perkins 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, Si. Louis, Missouri 63105 


W. David Perkins 


September 12, 1995 



Dear Mr. Perkins: 

Your letter of August 30, 1995 indicates you are interested 
in early U.S. Dollars (1794-1804). 

I believe you may be familiar with the fact that Jack Collins 
has completed a study of 1794 dollars. 

When you include 1804 dollars in your field of interest I 
wonder if you have read my restatement of their origin in the 
American Numismatic Society Coinage of the Americas Conference for 
1993 which was just published this summer. It is short and I would 
appreciate any comments or challenges. 

Your guery about the Green collection of early dollars is 
natural. We have the inventory and there are no pictures. Johnson 
listed die varieties and condition only. We have all of Johnson's 
invoices for about 6 or 7 years when these were sent out on 
approval or sold and everything is included along with the dollars. 
The invoices are very frail and very extensive. They are not sent 
out to anyone but have on occasion been examined in part by 
scholars here. 

For my own collection I selected some choice pieces from the 
group, a few of which are illustrated in Bowers' publication. 

You should have known Ostheimer. He would have enjoyed 
slitting my throat for exposing his 1804 and 1805 dollar 
alterations. Bollender was an interesting dealer devoted to 
variety research. I catalogued the St. Oswald dollars because I 
was in England at the time. So you see I like dollars along with 
everything else in numismatics. 

I hope I have been helpful and am glad to hear from a 
collector-researcher . 

My good friend was Marlin Perkins of animal fame. I s he a 
relative of yours ? 


Sincerely , 



Eric P. Newman 



September 17, 1995 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

I'm somewhat overwhelmed by the maginitude of the Col. Green early dollar collection you 
acquired. The list I shared with you of the specimens I had identified included only about 20% of 
his holdings! I guess I have a little more work to do. I will probably be lucky to even trace 200 
back to Col. Green (but it's fiin trying). Thank you so much for sending me this information. 

It's hard to imagine owning 1 1 - 1794 dollars! And over 100 - 1795, 1798 and 1799s. Or having 
over 600 early dollars in one place. If I'm not mistaken Jack Collins told me once Col. Green had 
5 - 1794 dollars (Jack's research for his book). 

I am curious as to the major buyers, especially prior to and around 1950. Did Fred Boyd (WGC) 
buy a number of them? There weren't many pedigrees in the 1945 sale of the World's Greatest 
Collection. I own Kosoff s bid book - 1 have the buyers names but no additional pedigree 
information. Given the number of varieties and the condition of the WGC dollars there is a good 
chance Boyd purchased a quantity of these dollars. Another sale that I am curious about is Mehl's 
1950 Golden Jubilee Sale of the Jerome Kem Collection. I believe the GJ Sale early dollars were 
almost all purchased by Amon Carter and were resold by Stack's in 1984. Unfortunately Stack's 
did not include pedigree information in their catalog. However, I have "matched" the two sales for 
variety, grade and description and it is too close to be a coincidence. Did Kern purchase these 
from you or Mr. Johnson? Lastly, did M. H. Bolender purchase any directly? Many of the 
early dollars in his collection were ex. Col. Green. I'd guess he may have purchased some Seated 
dollars also. 

Did Col. Green maintain any records of his early dollars? Did he attribute any by Haseltine 
variety? Are tliere any old early dollar (Col. Green) envelopes lying around (maybe one)? 

I also appreciate the copies of the letters from The Chase National Bank and Farran Zerbe. This is 
exciting to me and I'm sure it was an exciting experience for you. I appreciate your sharing this 
information with me. Was there a separate listing of the Stoddard Collection dollars? 

I'd be glad to write a check for any dollars left over at the prices quoted... 


Sincerely, 



W. David Perkins 



ERIC P. NEWMAN EARLY DOLLAR LIST 
POSSIBLE BOWER’S PLATE COINS 



BOL 

PAGE 


DATE 

VAR 

# 

COMMENTS RE. PLATE COIN 

1794 

1 

167 

LORD ST. OSWALD 

1795 

1 

207 

POSSIBLE E.P.N. SPECIMEN 


5 

216 

B&M MATLOCK 3/91 :460 


14 

221 

POSSIBLE E.P.N, SPECIMEN 


15 

224 

POSSIBLY BUT PROBABLY TETTENHORST SPECIMEN 

1796 

1 

242 

PROBABLE E.P.N. SPECIMEN ~ (c 


4 

234 

POSSIBLE E.P.N. SPECIMEN /af) 


5 

241 

PROBABLE E. P.N. SPECIMEN 

1797 

1 

255 

PROBABLE E.P.N. SPECIMEN 


2 

253 

PROBABLE E. P.N. SPECIMEN 


3 

251 

PROBABLE E. P.N. SPECIMEN Jiy-JU 

1798 

1a 

271 

POSSIBLE E.P.N. SPECIMEN 


2 

269 

B&M 4 LANDMARK COLL. 3/89:1954 


31 

303 

B&M HIGGINS 1/88:2310 

1799 

3 

328 

POSSIBLE E.P.N. SPECIMEN BUT LOOKS WORN 




OR WEAKLY STRUCK 


5 

341 

B&M SPRING QUARTETTE 3/92:2580 


21 

360 

B&M BROOKS 6/89:248 


23 

345 

MY SPECIMEN. EX. B&M SCHENKEL 1 1/90:364 

1800 

19 

381 

B&M 4 LANDMARK COLL. 3/89:1978 


19 

381 

B&M 4 LANDMARK COLL. 3/89:1978 

1801 

2 

396 

B&M BROOKS 6/89:269 

1802 

2 

410 

B&M GARRETT 3/80:695 


6 

414 

POSSIBLE BUT PROBABLY NOT. MANY UNC. B-6s 

1803 

4 

426 

POSSIBLE BUT PROBABLY NOT - LOOKS WORN 


6 

427 

B&M ANA SALE 8/91 :446 


WDP 10/17/95 
FILENAMEiEPNPLATE 


W. David Perkins, Numismatist 


ANA, JRCS, EAC, LSCC, FLY-BV 


October 17, 1995 

Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you so much for your letter of October 12, 1 995 and the copies of the envelopes of your 
Early Dollars from the E.H.R. Green Collection. You mentioned that seven of your coins were 
sent to Q. David Bowers for possible use as illustrations in his book. Enclosed please find a copy 
of a chart I made with your varieties and compared them to the plates in the Bower's book. I came 
up with 13 possible plates that may be your coins. I made an educated guess on five and called 
them "Probable E.P.N. Specimens" and highlighted them in bold print. All of the others I have 
identified as listed. If I knew which 7 varieties you mailed I could narrow it down quite a bit 
further. If you are able to determine which plates are yours from my chart I would appreciate 
knowing the results as I am tracking this in my research. 

I will add these to my Col. Green Collection notes and will send you a new copy of the list with 
these additions. Maybe some day I'll get to view some of these magnificant and historical coins! 

I have ordered the 1993 CO AC book. Thank you for letting me know it's available. 

I appreciate your time and suport of my efforts. I look forward to hearing from you on the Col. 
Green Dollar inventory. Thanks. 


Sincerely, 



W. David Perkins 



PENNANT 

An IBM Company 


Octobers, 1995 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you for your response to my letter dated August 30, 1995 inquiring about the Col. Green 
Early Dollar Collection. I have read your book on the 1 804 Dollar a number of times and I 
attended the first CO AC Conference on Silver in New York. I am looking forward to but have not 
read your CO AC statement in 1993. 1 have not seen the book offered yet but plan to purchase it. 

I am attempting to compile a listing of the Col. Green Collection of Early Dollars. I typed a draft 
of my notes over the weekend and have enclosed it with this letter. It lists over one hundred 
varieties that I have been able to trace so far. Most are from Auction Catalogues. There are more 
than likely some duplicates and probably many omissions. It is for this I have approached you. 
How extensive is the collection? Were there duplicates of rare and interesting varieties? Jack 
Collins told me Col. Green had five 1794 dollars! It appears that there were duplicates of the 1797 
B-2 Small Letters Reverse Dollar and the 1799 8X5 Stars variety. Did Col. Green hoard certain 
varieties? I would very much like the opportunity to review the inventory of varieties and 
condition as well as the invoices for pedigree information. And I am also interested to learn which 
pieces you have in your collection and which ones are plated in Bower's book. 

I didn't know Marlin Perkins but I have an old button with 'Pa' Perkins on it. I appreciate your 
support of my efforts. I am looking forward to the opportunity to learn more about this interesting 
collection. 


Sincerely, 



Pennant Systems ' 4700 South Syracuse Street • Denver, CO 802.37 • (;m3) 773-.5.565 • Fax: (303) 773-.52.38 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 



W. David Perkins 


October 12, 1995 


8126 S. Glencoe Court 
Littleton, CO 80122 


Dear Mr. Perkins: 

Your letter of October 3, 1995 is at hand. As to the 1993 COAC 
the book was published many months ago and is available at ANS. 

A photocopy of the envelopes for the early dollars I have from 
the Green Estate is enclosed. That may help you. 

As to the duplicates int he Green Estate the only reason that 
he had them is that he never knew what he had or didn't have. He 
just bought whatever collection Wayte Raymond thought was a 
reasonable buy. Green usually didn't buy single pieces and liked 
buying in bulk. 

I am looking for the Green dollar inventory to see if this 
ties into you auction data. I believe the appraisers might have 
taken a couple of early dollars for their work, so I have no record 
of those. 

Perhaps you can figure out from the envelopes what pieces I 
have which Dave used in his book. 


Keep up the good work. 


Sincerely 



Eric p/ Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Qccil -Aucnuc, St. Louts, ? 4 .issouri 6^10$ 


W. David Perkins 



October 24, 1995 


Dear David: 

Thank you for your tentative list of plated early dollars in 
the Bower's compendium. 

My comments are : 

1795 B-1 My piece was sent ''9^^ Bowers on request. Photographed 
and graded 55. 

1795 B-14 Was not sent to Bowers for photo. 

1796 B-1 Sent to Bowers on request. Photographed. 

Graded 60-62. 

1796 B-2 Sent to Bowers on request. Photographed. Graded 60. 

1796 B-3 Sent to Bowers on request. Photographed. Graded 61. 

1797 B-1 Sent to Bowers on request. Photographed. 

Not graded [ * ] . 

1797 B-2 Sent to Bowers on request. Photographed. Graded 62. 

1797 B-3 Sent to Bowers on request. Photographed. 

Not graded [*]. 


1798 

1799 


1795 


B-la Not sent to Bowers. 

B-3 Not sent |o|^ Bowers. 

[*] These are fully brilliant. 

B-15 Sent by R. Tettenhorst to Bowers on request at same 
time mine were requested. 



Eric P. Newman 


April 17, 1996 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman; 

I would like to ask a favor. I have agreed to present at the 1 996 ANA Numismatic Theatre in 
August. 1996 on Early Dollars 1794-1803. 1 am in the process of putting together color slides for 
the presentation using many ot my coins and reference materials. I am working with James 
Taylor on the project. 

Would it be possible to get a slide (or photo) of the your three 1797 dollar varieties (B-l.B-2 

and B-3)? I would keep the source confidential or handle credits in any way satisfactory to you. 

You once asked if 1 knew Marlin Perkins. I did not. however I have since learned that my 
great-great-great grandfather owned the "PERKINS HOTEL" which is featured on a Detroit, 
Michigan Civil War Token (MI 225-BC). He also issued another C W Token with " WM. 
PERKINS, GROCER (MI 225-BD)" The hotel was a landmark in Detroit from 1838 to around 
1909. This was a fun discovery for me. 

1 have been reading about your history with the 1913 Liberty Nickels. That must have been an 
exciting experience for you. I didn't know you were an attorney (as per the letter on page 226 of 
the Bower's catalog)? 

I look forward to hearing from you. Thanks. 

Sincerely, 


W. David Perkins 






ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 decil j\venuc^ St. Louis^ T^issouri 6310^ 


W. David Perkins 



Dear Mr. Perkins: 


May 3, 1996 


enclosed photocopies of the positives t hono ^-h " ^ have 


experUnc:.“"Bu^\^n\^i^an7V«t:nl IT ^uTTr.Tn ^-^-9 

pI?t'^fThit'"%r -lvV°do\Tarrwara 

^ i"whf ft 'n tL °Pini“f o/fotfof f nf 

reSf „^s%fc'Laf,erLff 


I hope I have been helpful. 


Sincerely, 



Eric P. 


'ewman 



August 25, 1996 

Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Sony we missed each other at the 1996 Denver ANA Convention. 1 wanted to make your 
Numismatic Theatre Presentation but unfortunately 1 had to drive a friend to the Denver Airport 
during that time. 

1 finally managed to locate a copy of "The Day They Shook the Plum Tree" by Arthur H. Lewis. 1 
hoped to find some detail on Col. Green and his coin collection - there was some mention of it but 
unfortunately not much information on his coin collecting. Mentioned was a Philadelphia dealer, 
Willard Snyder who made a study of the Colonel's stamps and coins. Have you ever seen or heard 
of this study? Did the appraisers make a list of the coins (specifically the early dollars)? There 
was also no mention of how or when the coin collection was dispersed. 


I used the Bower's Plates of your 1797 Dollars in my Numismatic Theatre Presentation on the 
Early Dollars 1794-1803. The 1797 B-2 is probably the finest known of the variety. I contrasted 
the reverse strike on the small and large letters reverses, both uncirculated but the small letters 
reverse appearing much weaker due to this being the 5th use of this reverse die. 

Again, sorry 1 missed you at the convention. 

Sincerely, 


W. David Perkins 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 



W. David Perkins 


September 3, 1996 



Dear Dave: 

Thank you for your August 25 , 1996 letter. 

1 am sorry you did not look me up as I was at the Convention 
for 4 full days. 

I missed your talk because my wife scheduled a trip to the 
Butterfly House in the suburbs. 

I am unaware of the Snyder study as I suspect he relates to 
stamps as he is not known in numismatics. 

I undertook to dig out files in my archives relating to the 
Green Estate silver dollar matter and I have found a few items 
which will intrigue you. I handled the purchase but didn't have 
enough money to invest so I had Johnson take a two— thirds share 
and I took a one-third share. It was during World War II and I 
was doing airplane design. He advanced some of the money for me. 
I took some choice early dollars. We turned down the restrike 1804 
dollar. The bulk lists are in my handwriting. It was so extensive 
that I was too inexperienced to appreciate it. No one seemed to 
have any serious interest in seated liberty or Morgan dollars. The 
massive Stoddard collection was all cleaned and polished. Proofs 
were not of much interest to me then. I kept a few patterns. 
Ordinarily a detailed list would have been made but I cannot locate 
it now. Perhaps it was lost. I do have all of Johnson's sales 
invoices . 

Please do not publish any of this information without clearing 
your text with me. I was certainly fortunate to be involved but 
without Johnson I would not have been in it for more than a few 
items . 

You are the first to see this material,. 



Eric P. Newman 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, ^Missouri 6;}i0j 



September 24 , 1996 


Dear Dave: 

In answer to your September 17, 1996 letter I can state: 

There was a detailed list of dollars which Johnson prepared. 
I cannot find it. Maybe I will but maybe someone I showed it to 
borrowed it without my permission. The invoices will show the 
detail but that is a lot of work as invoices list all coins sent 
to the customer whether U.S., foreign, Brand, Green, Johnson, or 
otherwise . 

Fred Boyd was an appraiser of the Green Estate coins and I 
believe took his fee in coins. I think what he selected was not 
in early dollars. I have invoices to everyone covering all coins. 
Fred didn't think much of pedigrees. 

Kern certainly did not purchase dollars directly from Johnson 
but other dealers could easily have sold them to him after buying 
them from Johnson. 

Bolender was a modest buyer and you could check invoices to 

him. 

Green had no records of early dollars as he had no idea what 
he had or didn't have. His coins were not in envelopes but in 
Wayte Raymond punched cardboard holders with celluloid sliders on 
each side. 

Stoddard dollars were just junk after heavy polishing. 


I hope you enjoy your research. 


Since^ly , 






W. David Perkins 



February 27, 1998 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 



Dear Mr. Newman: 


It’s been a while since I’ve written. I hope all is going well for you. We just had our fourth child 
and things are “nicely” hectic here. 

I have been asked to teach a course for the ANA Summer Conference. The class is “Flowing Hair 
Dollars and Bust Halves.” I will be teaching with Sheridan Downey and Jules Reiver. Depending 
upon the enrollments (interest), it is possible the class will be on the early dollars only. 

The reason for my letter is to inquire if you might know who owns the “Ostheimer 
Specimens” of the altered 1804 and 1805 dollars? I viewed them at the 1986 ANS Coinage of 
the Americas Conference on America 's Silver Coinage. I intend to discuss the Ostheimer and 
Bolender collections, among other topics. The story behind the 1805 dollar should be of interest 
to the students of our early dollars. Ideally, I would like to see if I could arrange for the two 
specimens to be displayed at the ANA this summer. 

I am still very actively researching and writing on the early dollars 1794-1803. I am currently 
assisting Jules Reiver in revising the Bolender silver dollar book. I have also made some 
recommendations to Ken Bressett for the Redbook section on early dollars. And I have a major 
article, “Early Silver Dollar Die Marriages Discovered Since the 1881 Haseltine Type Table - A 
Detailed Analysis” to be published in the next issue of the John Reich Journal. It includes a die 
marriage (1795 B-21, BB-28) which (my research) was actually discovered by B. G. Johnson, 
probably in the middle to late 1930s, or 1940s. However, it was unknown to all of us until 
auctioned by Spink America on June 3, 1997. I learned this by requesting a photocopy of the 
envelope from Spink America. Mr. Johnson had written “Not in Haseltine / Head of 1794 ! 

Very good / excessively rare / $60.00 / mxco / BGJ.” The writing on the envelopes matched 
that on the copies of the envelopes you had sent me of your early dollars. Can you shed any light 
on this story? Did this specimen turn up in the Col. Green early dollar hoard? 

I believe you might be also participating in the ANA Summer Conference. If so, I look forward 
to visiting with you. 


Sincerely, 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, .Missouri 63205 


W. David Perkins March 4, 1998 



Dear Dave: 

It was interesting to receive your February 27, 1998 letter. 

1 hope your class at the ANA Summer Conference attracts lots 
of students. You have two fine companions to lead it. I am told 
that the American Colonial course I share in teaching is already 
at capacity. 

I have not the slightest notion who owns the 1804 and 1805 
dollar alterations. Perhaps ANS might give you exhibitors names. 
Superior would probably know. 

If you want to exhibit junk I have the 1804 Half Dollar 
alteration which Mehl pronounced genuine. 

Keep up with your writing projects. 

As to the 1795 dollar B-21, BB 22 which B.G. Johnson 
classified it was acguired about 1942-3 from the E.H.R. Green 
collection and was in Johnson's inventory at his death and went to 
his heir, Mary Cowan Cruzan. When she died it was auctioned at 
Spinks . 


I hope I have been helpful. 


Sincerely , 



Eric P. Newman 



